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WHO'S   WHO  AMONG  READERS 

IN 

THE  ST.  LOUIS  PUBUC  LIBRARY 

BY 

MARGARET  L  PILCHER 
First  Assistant,  Reference  Department. 

The  assistant  in  the  public  library  of  today  is  only  too 
familiar  with  the  usw  who  saunters  in.  and  after  making  an 
uncertain  tour  of  inspection  through  several  departments 
and  deciding  to  settle  the  business  in  hand,  remarks  by  way 
of  opraing  negotiations,  with  much  the  air  of  a  man  who 
finds  comfort  in  having  thus  far  eluded  cs4>ture: 

"Been  living  in  this  town  for  fifteen  years,  and  this  is  die 
first  time  I've  ever  been  in  this  place." 

Possibly,  if  the  asdstant  stoi^>ed  to  anals^  her  mental 
reaction,  the  feeling  uppermost  would  be  wonder  that,  with 
all  the  equipment,  the  zeal  to  service  and  the  tireless  effort 
to  be  a  resource  for  every  need  of  the  community,  that 
goes  into  work  of  a  modem  public  library,  there  du>uld 
ever  be  anyone  in  any  community  -who  could  make  such  a 
statement.    And  yet  it  happens. 

Since  it  is  part  of  the  business  of  being  a  Ubrarian  to  act, 
the  assistant  smodi^rs  a  feeling  of  momentary  discourage- 
ment and  inquires  whether  Mr.  John  Doe  wishes  a  Library 
card. 

"Not  for  mjrself ;  I  haven't  got  time  for  that  sort  of  thing; 
but  my  young  one  is  getting  along  now  in  school,  and  her 
teacher  gave  her  a  lot  of  questions  on  civics  to  answer.  I 
don't  see  much  use  in  giving  that  stuff  to  a  little  girl,  but  she 
feds  so  bad  if  she  don't  get  a  good  mark  in  her  lessons. 
Say,  is  diere  any  book  that  I  can  buy  diat  would  help  h»?** 

Yes,  there  are;  and  a  discussion  of  books  and  prices 
follows. 
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"Why  not  bring  the  little  girl  to  the  Library,  and  get 
her  a  card?  She  vrill  need  more  refwenee  books,  from  now 
on,  in  her  school  woark/* 

"No,  we  can't  do  that.  We  live  'way  out  near  the  limits. 
You  see  we  only  got  just  this  one  little  one,  and  she's  not 
real  strong,  so  we  moved  out  where  it's  a  nice  n^f^iborhood 
and  &e  air  is  good/* 

"There  is  a  branch  library  out  in  your  district." 

"Yes,  but  it's  too  far  for  a  little  girl  to  be  going,  her  ma- 
ma'd  worry.  Besides  she  ought  to  be  out  playing,  not 
stooping  over  a  book  all  the  time.  It  don't  make  so  much 
difference  how  she  does  in  school  because  her  daddy  can 
always  look  out  for  her,  only  she  feels  bad  if  she  don't  get 
good  marks/* 

There  is  evidently  anxious,  loving  care  for  one  little  girl, 

and  die  assistant,  yielding  a  point,  looks  up  the  answers  to 
the  list  of  simple  questions  which  some  teacher  has  given 
with  the  sole  purpose  of  trsdning  the  child  in  independent 
work,  at  the  same  time,  however,  diplonmticaUy  di^laying 
a  simple  textbook  that  looks  as  though  it  might  contain 
the  answers  to  similar  lists  of  questions  still  in  the  future. 
The  matter  ends  with  John  Doe  deciding  to  take  out  a  card 
(and  the  teattbook)  mice  his  office  is  just  down  the  street, 
and  he  can  drop  in  and  get  a  book  now  and  then  if  the 
"young  one"  has  to  have  it.  By  way  of  further  introduction 
he  explcuns  that  he  is  in  the  investment  and  loan  business. 

**Is  that  8o>  Do  you  itte  the  'Blank  Investmrat  Ser- 
vice  ? 

"No,  that  costs  a  couple-hundred  dollars  a  year,  but  1 
guess  it's  a  good  thing  if  a  fellow  can  afford  it." 

**We  have  it  here  in  the  Library/* 

"No!    Is  that  a  fact?    Why  say,  1  didn't  know  the  Li- 
brary had  that  sort  of  thing!    Where  do  you  keep  it>" 
And  John  Doc  has  stepped  forward  out  of  the  ranks  and 

joined. 

There  are  many  od&ers  who  are  in  his  company,  arranged 
in  divinons  of  mm,  women,  and  children,  both  colored  and 

white,  in  the  files  of  registered  readers  of  the  St,  Louis  Pub- 
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lie  Library.  They  have  stepped  forth  from  rich  and  poor, 
from  native  and  foreign,  from  a  background  of  culture  and 

education,  and  from  the  unlettered  and  unlearned. 

Who  are  they,  where  are  they,  and  are  we  doing  all  that 
we  can  for  them  with  the  incalculable  treasure  of  vdiich 
brarians  are  the  custodians?     More  insistent  comes  the 

question,  "What  of  the  others;  where  are  they,  aind  why  are 
they  still  outside?" 

It  was  with  the  purpose  of  answering  some  su^  questions 

as  these  that  the  St.  Louis  Public  Library  undertook  an  in- 
vestigation concerning  its  cardholders*  Statistics  and  num- 
files  mean  nothing,  until  they  are  related  to  some 
human  interest.  Then  they  take  on  life  and  meaning,  be- 
cause they  may  point  to  success  or  failure  and  spur  on  to 
greater  activity. 

The  basis  of  die  investigation  was  a  count  and  distribu- 
tion of  readers  according  to  the  wards  of  the  city.  For  this 
purpose  an  examination  was  made  of  every  fourth  card  in 
the  numerical  r^;istration  file,  a  record,  which  has  no  ar- 
rangemoat  ncept  a  chronological  one,  of  all  readers  living 
in  die  city  limits  whose  cards  were  in  force  on  January  I , 
1923-  From  this  actual  study  of  one  fourth,  the  entire  dis- 
tribution of  card  holdi^s  in  the  vmimim  parte  of  the  ci^  was 
judged. 

The  ward  boundaries  in  existoice  at  the  time  of  the  1 920 
census  were  taken  because  the  information  g^ven  in  the  re-* 
ports  of  that  census  were  used.  Tables  of  population  ac- 
cording to  age-groups,  sex  and  color,  by  wards,  were  se- 
cured from  the  Bureau  of  C^iras  in  order  to  have  an  ao 
curate  basis  of  comparison;  since  the  registration  system  in 
the  Library  treats  as  adults  all  children  over  1 4  years.  Per- 
centages of  read«s  were  figured  against  the  population  of 
the  wards,  and  it  was  possible  from  the  results  so  obtained 
to  see  what  proportion  of  the  men,  women,  and  children  of 
each  ward  of  the  city  were  library  usm.  Other  calculations 
w»e  made  to  furnish  material  for  comparison,  chiefly  as 
to  illiteracy  among  negroes  and  whites,  and  percentages  of 
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1— White  Rei^gtration.  Aihilt  and  Jiive> 

nile  Readers  C^flmMOVd.  A,  total ; 

B»  juvenile. 
3^— Colond    Basistration.    Adult  and 

Juvenile  Readers  Compared.  A* 

total :  B«  juvenile. 
Z  lyagtrtrarUm  cf  Wiitte  Adnttf. 
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4— Kefflstratikm  of  Colmd  Adulta. 

Besiatration  of  White  CSiildnn.  In- 
dieaUiiff  warda  in  which  Wmaef 

centers  are  located. 

6 — Registration    of   Colored  Children. 
6-14  7W?t. 
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foreign  population.  The  tabular  results  of  fM$  work  are 
to  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  r^ort 

At  this  point  die  study  became  less  concerned  with  those 
who  were  cardholders  dian  with  diose  vfho  were  not;  for 
the  varying  percentages  over  the  city  were  beginning  to 
show  where  to  find  members  of  the  conamunity  who  had 
not  been  reached.  But  why  ware  diey  not  readeis?  The 
answer  was  sought  by  a  study  of  eadi  ward  in  all  the  detail 
possible  to  secure.  Consideration  was  given  to  the  history 
of  each  as  a  part  of  the  city,  its  character  as  a  neighborhood, 
whether  industrial  or  rendoitial,  car-service^  streets,  park 
places,  conditions  of  houmng,  schools  and  amusement 
places;  also  its  types  of  population,  both  of  native  stock 
and  of  transplanted  citizens. 

There  are  of  course  in  every  community  some  people 
who  are  like  the  man  who  did  not  care  for  a  book  for 
Christmas  because  he  had  one.  There  is  at  present  the  nov- 
el^ of  the  radio,  which  has  come  within  die  means  of  most 
families  as  a  source  of  amusement  and  is  to  be  ranked 
alongside  the  automobile  and  the  movies  in  its  effect  on 
reading  and  study.  However,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
movies  have  furnished  publicily  to  d&e  Library  by  showing 
occasional  films  based  upon  good  works  of  titerature.  Thae 
are  some  people  who  ceinnot  read.  Some  do  not  read  or 
speak  the  language  of  the  country,  but  for  these  the  Library 
has  foreign  texts,  wen  in  such  language  as  Arabic  if  th^ 
wffl  only  come  to  get  diem.  There  are  some  for  v^om  the 
gaining  of  a  livelihood  so  completely  absorbs  their  energies 
that  they  are  apathetic  toward  all  except  the  physical  con- 
ditions of  existence,  while  more  fortunate  others  have  be- 
come ^icuxes  of  the  book  and  buy  for  themsdves  and  thdr 
families  the  best  reading  matter  of  die  day. 

One  cannot  say  that  those  who  do  not  hold  readers*  cards 
are  definitidy  in  any  one  class.  In  parts  of  the  city  where 
study  has  shown  that  there  are  the  greatest  number  of 
illiterates,  the  Library  finds  that  the  children  are  the  readers, 
sometimes  in  greater  proportion  than  the  children  in  districts 
where  almost  all  ^  people  have  recaved  education.  The 
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same  predominance  of  chfld  readm  seems  to  be  rather  tarue 

of  foreign  neighborhoods.  This  may  be  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  foreign-born  are  for  the  most  part  also  the  illiter- 
ates; or  it  is  posdhle  diat  the  grown  people  do  not  become 
adapted  quickly  and  as  readily.  It  is  certainly  proven  that 
the  children  do,  as  shown  in  the  work  of  the  branch  librar- 
ies in  the  two  most  foreign  neighborhoods,  those  of  Crunden 
and  Soulard  Branches.  The  little  cousin  from  Italy,  fright- 
ened and  bewildered,  who  first  visits  the  Library  in  the  midst 
of  a  throng  of  voluble  relatives,  in  a  few  short  weeks  is 
able  to  assert  the  offended  sensibilities  of  her  new  found 
American  womanhood  in  an  indignant, 

"Lib«ry  teacher!    Bad  boy  she  say  me  go  devil!" 

A  little  later,  when  the  upper  grades  of  the  schools  de- 
bate, they  throw  themsdves  into  the  hery  partizanship  of 
the  time-worn  compai^ns  of  Wadungton  and  Lincoln, 
the  pen  and  the  sword,  and  right  and  the  presidency,  with 
a  belligerence  and  heat  that  explains  much  about  the  turmoil 
among  small  nations. 

Among  the  foreign-bom  there  are  some  groups  that  are 
difficult  of  approach  because  of  their  clannishness.  There 
are  some  classes  where  habits  of  living  and  ideals  leave  to 
the  women-folk  very  little  activity  outside  of  the  home,  and 
for  whom  reading  would  be  considered  a  form  of  laziness. 
For  the  most  part,  however,  our  new  citizens  are  very  ap- 
preciative of  the  Library's  benefits  when  they  leam  that 
diese  may  be  freely  enjoyed.  A  branch  library  in  die  midst 
of  a  foreign  district,  which  can  be  used  without  cost  for 
neighborhood  meetings  and  even  social  functions,  £aid  where 
diere  are  workers  who  know  the  community  and  can  be 
trusted  for  dmntoesled  advice  with  die  problems  of  the 
new  life,  finds  a  warm  response. 

**I  asks  you  because  you  do  not  tell  me  wrong  so  I  will 
act  footidi  when  I  don't  know"  b  the  appreciation  that  came 
from  one  unfamiliar  widi  our  ideas  of  good  form.  Quite  a 
few  of  the  foreign-born  find  their  way  to  Library  member- 
ship when  they  seek  naturalization  and  must  post  themselves 
wsmk  Ameaacmn  afein. 
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Gmerally  speaking,  diree  tunes  as  many  children  are 

reading  as  either  women  or  men,  and  the  average  number 
of  women  using  the  Library  is  slightly  greater  than  the  num- 
her  of  men.  The  actual  figures  for  Library  use  by  white 
readero  show  an  average  of  13.2  p^  cent,  of  the  total  popu- 
lation for  men,  1 4.7  per  cent,  for  women,  and  35.7  per  cent, 
for  children  between  5  and  14  years.  Among  colored 
readers  die  average  for  maQt  con«klered  for  representative 
colored  districts,  is  5.8  per  cent.,  for  women  6.4  per  emit., 
and  for  children  28.7  per  cent. 

Adult  readers  are  found  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
library  centers,  with  a  tendency  toward  greater  numbers 
where  those  neighborhoods  are  of  comfortable,  well-kept 
homes,  of  churches,  and  of  better-class  amusements.  Both 
men  and  women  are  registered  in  greater  numbers  in  the 
west  rad,  aldiough  one  should  r^nendber  in  this  connec^on 
that  diere  are  at  present  better  Library  facilities  for  diis 
part  of  the  city  than  for  either  the  north  or  south  sides.  The 
influence  of  women's  clubs  is  shown  in  the  Stix,  Cabanne 
and  Carondelet  Brandi  dirtricts. 

On  the  other  hand,  greater  numbers  of  children  in  the 
east  end  of  the  city,  among  the  poorer  districts,  hold  Library 
cards»  posnbly  because  these  children  are  seldom  able  to 
have  any  books  of  thdr  own.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  throughout  this  report  the  study  of  children's  reading 
is  based  upon  the  numbers  of  card-holders  between  the  ages 
of  5  and  14  years. 

Child  readers  are  invariably  found  wherever  there  is  a 
branch  or  school  library,  and  the  great  mass  of  children 
not  y^  reached  are  undoubtedly  the  ones  who  live  too  far 
from  any  Library  center  to  make  the  trq>  to  and  fro.  In 
order  to  judge  somewhat  of  the  effect  of  distance,  a  special 
study  was  made  of  the  registration  of  children  in  the  12th 
ward*  a  district  remote  from  any  save  the  influences  of  the 
Buder  and  Carondelet  Branches.  A  ^>ar8ely"*setded  area 
between  the  two  portions  of  the  ward  in  which  these  librar- 
ies are  located  makes  the  influence  of  each  more  sharply 
defined.    It  was  found  that  all  but  15.3  per  ccait.  of  the 
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duld  readers  were  living  within  1  5  blocks  around  one  or 
other  of  the  two  centers.  The  Carondelet  Branch  district 
was  further  divided  into  zones  with  the  LflMraiy  as  a  center, 
and  the  results  were  as  follows: 

Zone  I,  (within  5  blocks)  582  readers  «  .  22,4  percent 

Zone  II,  (5  to  10  blocks)  650  readers  25.3  percent 

Zone  III,  (10  to  15  blocks)  526  readers  20. 4  per  cent 

Buder  District,  414  readers  (within  15  Mocks)  16.1  percent 

Outride  the  1 5  block  zones  of  both 

branches,  394  xeaders  ..^..15.3  per  cent 

Children  read,  if  they  have  the  opportunity,  whatever  the 
background  of  the  home  may  be.  Their  active  minds,  filled 
with  curiosity  about  the  whole  vast  interesting  world  yet 
to  be  learned  of,  smze  upon  books  and  find  both  fact  and 
the  unreality  of  fable  equally  of  value.  The  small  boy 
whose  mother  discovered  in  him  at  the  age  of  eight,  a  sup- 
erstition awe  for  all  black  cats  as  possible  princesses  in  dis- 
guise, directed  his  reading  along  another  line  and  found  him 
a  small  compendium  of  tales  of  Scottish  history  at  nine. 

Workers  with  problems  oi  child  delinquency  testify  fre- 
ciuantiy  to  die  value  of  creating  a  **Library  habit**  as  an  aid 

in  socializing  the  child,  and  in  replacing  the  gang  instinct 
with  the  ethical  ideas  of  good  citizenship.  A  Juvenile  Court 
worker  recently  ordered  that  a  certain  child  living  in  die 
ndi^iborhood  of  ihe  Central  library  diould  be  kept  home 
at  night,  but  altered  the  order  when  it  was  found  that  the 
child  was  spending  the  evening  hours  in  the  Library.  Later 
the  worker  visited  several  departments  and  discussed  the 
particular  needs  of  die  case  with  Lfl>rary  sMutants  who  had 
been  instrumental  in  interesting  the  child  in  wholesome  pas- 
times. It  would  be  di£Ficult  to  obtain  a  really  just  estimate 
of  ddinquiaugr  and  the  possible  good  influence  of  the  Li- 
brai^t  because  among  children  of  somewhat  better  classes 
such  cases  are  settled  out  of  court,  and  do  not  come  to  the 
notice  of  the  social  case  worker. 

Among  the  older  children  the  influence  of  the  present 

methods  of  teaching  in  the  public  schools  is  clearly  notice- 
able in  their  relations  to  the  Library.  The  educational  ideal 
which  gives  die  child  a         and  sends  him  to  look  for  his 
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data  diroui^  the  use  of  several  texts,  makes  it  less  possible 

for  lessons  to  be  learned  in  die  old  rote  fadhion.  or  to  be 
worked  out  by  an  older  person  in  the  home,  and  not  only 
brings  the  child  a  more  colorful  and  lasting  impression  but 
creates  a  habit  of  <lq[>endaKe  upon  the  Uhmxy.  Children 
quickly  develop  a  good  sense  of  how  to  get  at  the  informa- 
tion in  books  zmd  are  less  daunted  by  indexes  and  catalogs 
than  many  grown-ups.  One  odd  child  amused  the  assist- 
ants at  d^e  Central  Library  by  her  entirely  independent 
mediods  of  studying  art.  She  knew  what  die  wanted  and 
called  for  it  from  the  catalogue;  and  then  settled  down  with 
her  color-box  to  copy.  A  very  small  boy  asked  for  *'some- 
tUng  about  die  Erie  Canal**'  but  vHben  die  assbtant  in  die 
Reference  Department,  judging  him  by  his  immature  ap- 
pearance, started  for  an  encyclopedia,  the  boy  at  her  heels 
spoke: 

"Are  you  going  to  look  in  the  Americana?    I  looked 

there,  but  it  doesn't  have  what  I  want.  I  want  to  know  what 
all  the  people  said  and  thought  about  that  Canal  when  it 
was  firrt  opened/* 

It  is  possible  that  a  useful  study  could  be  made  of  the  in- 
ter-relation of  the  Library  and  the  public  schools,  if  statistics 
of  school  children  by  wards  were  available*  No  exact  com- 
parison could  be  made  unless  such  figures  dbowed  age- 
groups  of  children  also,  but  the  idea  held  such  interesting 
possibilities  that  it  was  decided  to  make  the  comparison  in 
this  r^>ort  for  several  widely-varying  districts  of  the  city. 
The  numbers  of  duldrra  in  public  spools  of  the  1^  8th 
and  28th  wards  were  compiled  from  the  records  of  die 
Board  of  Education  showing  statistics  of  pupils  by  city- 
blocks.  The  1st  ward  r<^resents  a  district  with  not  very 
adequate  Library  service,  die  8tfa  and  2ddi  are  districbi  wdl- 
served  but  widely  different  in  character.  The  8di  is  a  poor 
neighborhood  of  foreign-born,  while  the  28th  is  a  district 
with  a  small  foreign  dement  and  excellent  economic  con- 
ditions. Judging  diese  piquls  to  be  diildten  between  5  and 
1 4  years  of  age,  it  is  found  that  in  the  1  st  ward  54.8  per  cent, 
are  in  public  schools;  in  the  8th  ward  63.4  per  cent.,  while 
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in  the  28th  ward  only  51.7  per  cent.  In  spite  of  lack  of 
adequate  facilities,  the  1st  ward  is  almost  average  in  Library 
use  by  children,  the  8th  reaches  the  highest  point  of  any 

ward  in  this  respect,  while  the  28th,  with  the  best  of  facili- 
ties, is  only  slightly  better  than  the  1  st  ward  in  its  showing. 

In  St.  Louis  wiiites  and  colored  use  the  same  libraries,  al-* 
though  they  are  segregated  in  the  schools.  In  order  to 
judge  negro  readers  fairly,  they  were  studied  only  in  the 
wards  where  they  are  livii^  in  sufficient  numbers  to  con* 
sidor  the  neighborhood  a  colored  one.  Some  interesting 
facts  came  to  light.  Negro  children,  like  the  whites,  are 
found  in  greatest  numbers  as  readers  where  they  are  living 
near  a  Library  center,  but  in  one  or  two  instances  where 
many  white  children  i:^  the  Library  it  was  found  that  the 
negro  children  were  not  doing  so,  owing  to  Ae  fact  that  the 
Library  branch  was  in  a  white  school  and  therefore  not  ac- 
cessible to  the  colored  children.  There  are  fewer  children 
registwed  in  the  better  colored  n^ghborhoods^  but  this 
would  seem  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  at  a  consid- 
erable distance  from  the  Library  center  which  they  may  use. 

Negroes  are  found  in  greatest  numbers  in  a  strip  dirough 
the  center  of  the  city  that  extends  rather  solidly  west  to 
Vandeventer  Avenue.  The  better  class,  those  among  whom 
illiteracy  is  less  and  economic  circumstances  better,  live  west 
of  Grand  Boulevard,  and  it  is  among  this  population  that 
there  seems  to  be  the  most  appreciation  of  the  Library  on  the 
part  of  adulu.  A  v«y  good  percentage  of  women  there 
are  library  users,  which  points  rather  definitely  to  the  activ- 
ities of  several  clubs  among  colored  women  that  are  doing 
earnest  work  in  their  progress  of  study.  A  slight,  but  inter- 
esting side-light  is  the  use  of  a  fine  old  collection  of  books 
of  doctrinal  theology,  serm^ons,  and  church  history  left  to 
the  Reference  Department  by  clergymen.  The  sermons  of 
Moody,  Spurgeon,  Talmage,  Brooks  and  other  splendid  re- 
ligious leaders  of  a  generation  gone-by,  have  for  years  been 
brought  from  the  shelves  at  requests  that  have  come  almost 
entirely  from  colored  mcHt 
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The  work  of  the  Sumner  High  School,  the  only  one  for 
colored  pupils,  has  been  noticeable  at  the  Central  Library. 
Teachtts  of  couims  in  English,  civics  and  other  subjects 
have  asked  that  bibliographies  be  prepared  for  tfadr  classes, 
or  that  collections  on  certain  topics  be  reserved  for  student 
use.  One  year  the  entire  senior  class  used  the  library  to 
prepare  themes  in  a  competition  for  the  honor  of  appearing 
on  the  program  at  graduation.  Young  colored  students 
seem  to  find  the  Library  a  convenient  place  for  study,  and 
make  firee  use  of  Ae  reading  rooms  and  of  the  pens  and 
ink  furnished  in  the  public  writing-room. 

Since  the  chief  element  of  this  survey  has  been  a  study  of 
the  social  geography  of  the  city,  it  is  the  purpose  here  to 
include  some  of  the  interesting  material  that  has  been  assem- 
bled by  wards  as  an  indication  of  the  character  of  work 
which  the  Library  is  ddbg  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  and 
of  the  conditions  under  v4iich  the  work  is  done.  In  some 
instances,  where  several  wards  naturally  form  a  small  com- 
munity, tibiese  are  grouped.  Some  statistics  are  introduced, 
but  the  bulk  of  statistical  data  is  to  be  found  in  the  tables 
at  the  conclusion.  The  average  of  foreign  population  re- 
ferred to  bdow,  is  BpptomMAtsly  1 4.6  per  cent,  while  that 
of  illiteracy  is  about  2  for  the  white  population  and  8  for  the 
colored. 

FIRST  WARD 

TTiis  is  a  district  of  considerable  size  lying  along  the  river 
in  the  extreme  northern  part  of  the  city.  There  are  some 
large  industries  along  the  levee,  but  back  from  the  river 
are  good  residential  streets,  particularly  at  the  extreme  north 
end  just  inside  the  city  limits.  Only  a  small  southern  corner 
of  the  ward  is  compactly  settled.  It  is  an  inaccessible  neigh- 
borhood, having  only  one  car-line  which  makes  the  trip  from 
the  downtown  center  consume  at  least  an  hour. 

The  peculation  is  chiefly  native  white  of  native  parentage. 
Among  the  foreign-born,  Germans,  A«;»trian9  and  Hungari- 
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ans  are  in  greatert  numbos,  vdth  a  sprinkling  of  English  and 
Irish. 

The  Library  has  four  stations  where  books  are  called  for 
and  delivered,  and  a  school  library  in  the  Bates  School 
which  has  drawn  children  to  Library  usage»  as  shown  by  die 
fact  that  about  half  of  the  card-holders  in  the  ward  are  child- 
ren under  14  years.  However,  most  of  the  children  of  the 
ward  are  outside  this  school  district,  and  there  is  no  library 
cc»tter  near  raough  to  be  convenient  for  most  of  the  adults» 
whose  work  is  probably  in  the  industrial  plants.  Hence, 
Library  users  are  not  present  in  the  numbers  that  could  be 
desired.  Most  of  the  Library  use  is  probably  in  the  neigh- 
borhood which  borders  on  the  Second  Ward  whore  the. 
Divoll  Branch  Library  is  located. 

SECOND  WARD 

The  Second  is  a  small  ward  lying  south  of  the  First*  and 
aitogedier  more  accesuble  and  better  populated.  Along  the- 
river  it  is  solidly  industrial,  but  the  western  half  is  a  residen- 
tial district  where  about  two-thirds  of  the  people  are  of  for- 
eign parentage  and  the  foreign4>orn  are  chiefly  Austriap^ 
Hungarian  and  German. 

The  Divoll  Branch,  which  is  very  active,  particularly  in 
work  with  the  schools,  is  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  ward. 
The  percentage  of  child  readers  is  the  second  highest  in  the 
city,  and  about  a  sevanth  of  the  men  and  women  are  ako 
using  the  Library. 

THIRD.  FOURTH  AND  EIGHTEENTH  WARDS 

These  wards  together  form  what  is  one  of  the  two  most 
densely-populated  districts  of  the  city.  They  form  a  terri- 
tory from  1 2  to  29  blocks  north  of  dw  center  of  the  ci^,  and 
west  from  die  river  to  Jefferson  AVenue. 

This  is  an  old  part  of  St.  Louis,  once  residential,  but  now 
given  over  to  industries  along  the  river  front,  and,  farther 
west,  to  a  neigUborhood  of  unattractive,  dm^gr,  narrow. 
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streets,  smoke-stained  old  houses  and  the  shabby  small  stores 
of  a  Ghetto  district*   Some  years  ago  it  was  a  distinctly  Irish 


4th  Ward,  Sixth  Street  and  Franklin  Avenue 
neighborhood  known  familiarly  as  'Kerry  f^atch/'  but  much 
of  this  character  has  passed,  although  Irish  still  form  about 
an  eighth  of  the  population  of  the  1 8th  ward.  Russian  and 
Polish  Jews  have  come  in  large  groups,  and  the  greatest 
numbers  of  foreign-born  are  found  here  as  well  as  the  most 
iUitmrates.  ki  the  4th  ward  there  are  also  numbers  of  ne- 
groes, about  one-seventh  of  whom  are  illiterate.  This  is  one 
of  the  worst  districts  of  housing  in  the  city,  there  being  some- 
what less  than  half  as  many  dwellings  as  families. 

The  Crunden  Branch  is  in  the  4th  ward,  and  serves  all 
three.  A  high  piroportion  of  the  readers  found  here  are 
children,  colored  being  registered  in  relatively  greater  num- 
bers than  white.  The  next  numerous  class  of  readers  are 
white  men.  However,  the  district  falls  below  what  has  been 
found  to  be  the  average  of  readers  for  the  city  at  large, 
owiiig  doubtless  to  the  foreign-born,  to  illiteracy  and  to  the 
ptmmm  <rf  econoniic  conditions. 
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FIFTH  AND  SIXTH  WARDS 

These  wards  lie  in  the  heart  of  the  downtown  district, 
extending  about  eight  blocks  north  and  south  of  Olive 
Street,  and  from  the  river  west  to  Jefferson  Avenue.  As  far 
west  as  Twelfth  Street  both  wards  are  given  strictly  to  busi- 
ness, ofhce  buildings,  corrjr.ission  houses,  [actories  and  de- 
partixxent  stores,  so  that  the  resident  population  is  crowded 
into  a  congested  tenement  and  rooming-house  neighborhood 
of  a  most  unattractive  type. 

The  city  administrative  group  of  buildings  lies  about  mid- 
way of  the  6th  ward,  and  the  Union  Station  is  near  its 
western  end.  The  main  Library  lies  on  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  two  wards  and  serves  both.  The  character  of 
these  wards  and  of  their  population  will  undoubtedly  be 
radically  changed  when  the  action  provided  for  in  the  recent 
bond-issue  has  removed  many  of  the  ramshackle  and  un- 
sightly buildings  and  created  a  civic  group  and  plaza.  At 
present,  the  population  is  almost  half  negro,  and  the  remain- 
ing white  are  about  one-third  foreign-born,  of  Austrian, 
Italian,  Greek  and  German  origin.  Illiteracy  is  high  bod) 
among  negroes  and  whites. 

There  is  somewhat  greater  response  to  the  Library  here 
among  colored  than  among  white  residents,  when  allowance 

is  made  for  the  higher  negro  illiteracy.  In  the  5  th  ward 
many  children  are  registered  and  they  form  about  one-half 
of  the  readers,  but  in  the  6th  ward  there  are  proportionately 
fewer.    There  are  actually  fewer  women  and  children  living 

in  the  6th  ward  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  city. 

The  fact  that  the  Central  Library  with  its  large  collection 

does  not  draw  more  readers  from  its  own  vicinity  is  prob- 
ably due  to  the  character  of  the  neighborhood.  Market 
Street  is  lined  with  cheap  places  of  amusement  and  has  an 
atmosphere  calculated  to  resist  the  appeal  of  the  Library. 
Probably  if  the  experience  of  schools  and  churches  could  be 
taken,  it  would  be  found  that  it  parallels  that  of  the  Library 
in  the  general  apathy  evidenced  in  this  district. 
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streets,  smoke-stained  old  houses  and  the  shabby  small  stores 
of  a  Ghetto  district.    Some  years  ago  it  was  a  distinctly  Irish 


4th  Ward,  i^xth  Street  and  Franklin  Avenue 

neighborhood  known  familiarly  as  "Kerry  f^atch/*  but  much 
of  this  character  has  passed,  although  Irish  still  form  about 
an  e^hdi  of  the  population  of  the  1 8th  ward.  Russian  and 
Polish  Jews  have  come  in  large  groups,  and  the  greatest 
numbers  of  foreign-born  are  found  here  as  well  as  the  most 
tUitttates.  In  the  4th  ward  there  are  also  numbers  of  ne- 
groes, about  one-seventh  of  whom  are  illiterate.  This  is  one 
of  the  worst  districts  of  housing  in  the  city,  there  being  some- 
^^rfiat  less  tiban  half  as  many  dwellings  as  lamilies. 

The  Crunden  Branch  is  in  the  4th  ward,  and  serves  all 
duree.  A  high  proportion  of  the  readers  found  here  are 
children,  colored  being  registered  in  relatively  greater  num- 
bers than  white.  The  next  numerous  class  of  readers  are 
wliite  men*  However,  the  district  falls  below  what  has  been 
found  to  be  the  average  of  readers  for  the  city  at  large, 
owing  doubtless  to  the  foreign-born,  to  illiteracy  and  to  the 
prosswe  of  economic  conditions. 
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FIFTH  AND  SIXTH  WARDS 

These  wards  lie  in  the  heart  of  the  downtown  district, 

extending  about  eight  blocks  norlh  and  south  of  Olive 
Street,  and  from  the  river  west  to  Jefferson  Avenue.  As  far 
west  as  Twelfth  Street  both  wards  are  given  strictly  to  busi- 
ness, office  buildings,  commission  houses,  factories  and  de- 
partment stores,  so  thcit  the  resident  population  is  crowded 
into  a  congested  tenement  and  rooming-house  neighborhood 
of  a  most  unattractive  type. 

The  city  administrative  group  of  buildings  lies  about  mid- 
way of  the  6th  ward,  and  the  Union  Station  is  near  its 
western  end.  The  main  Library  lies  on  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  two  wards  and  serves  both.  The  character  of 
these  v/ards  and  of  their  population  will  undoubtedly  be 
radically  changed  when  the  action  provided  for  in  the  recent 
bond-issue  has  removed  many  of  the  ramshackle  and  un- 
sightly buildings  and  created  a  civic  group  and  plaza.  At 
present,  the  population  is  almost  half  negro,  and  the  remain- 
ing white  are  about  one-third  foreign-born,  of  Austrian, 
Italian,  Greek  and  German  origin.  Illiteracy  is  high  both 
among  negroes  and  whites. 

There  is  somewhat  greater  response  to  the  Library  here 
among  colored  than  among  white  residents,  when  allowance 

is  made  for  the  higher  negro  illiteracy.  In  the  5  th  ward 
many  children  are  registered  and  they  form  about  one-half 
of  the  readers,  but  in  the  6th  ward  there  are  proportionately 
fewer.    There  are  actually  fewer  women  and  children  living 

in  the  6th  ward  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  city. 

The  fact  that  the  Central  Library  with  its  large  collection 

does  not  draw  more  readers  from  its  own  vicinity  is  prob- 
ably due  to  the  character  of  the  neighborhood.  Market 
Street  is  lined  with  cheap  places  of  amusement  and  has  an 
atmosphere  calculated  to  resist  the  appeal  of  the  Library. 
Probably  if  the  experience  of  schools  and  churches  could  be 
taken,  it  would  be  found  that  it  parallels  that  of  the  Library 
in  the  general  apathy  evidenced  in  diis  district. 


5th  Ward,  Olive  Street,  west  from  Fourth  Street 


5th  Ward,  Olive  Street,  west  from  Fourth  Street 
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SEVENTti  OGHTH  AND  NINTH  WARDS 

These  three  wards  are  grouped  because  they  form  the 
neii^boThood  from  which  the  Soulard  Branch  draws  its 
patronage.  They  constitute  the  second  densely  populated 
part  of  the  city.  The  extent  is  about  a  mile  along  the  river 
faront  south  from  the  Mill  Creek  Valley,  and  west  to  18th 
Smet.  This  is  also  the  second  of  the  laarge  foreign  settle- 
ments, and  has  groups  of  Germans,  Austro-Hungarians,  Rus- 
sians, Syrians,  Czechoslovaks,  Poles,  Jugoslavs  and  Rou- 
manians, forming  about  one-fifth  of  the  total  residents  of  the 
three  WBrcb.  About  half  of  the  native  population  is  of  for- 
eign  or  mixed  parentage.  The  7th  ward  has  in  addition  a 
large  number  of  negroes. 

This  is  a  neighborhood  that  was  once  the  finest  residential 
area,  and  many  of  the  old  houses  are  still  standing;  but  it  is 
now  densely  settled  by  a  hard-working  population  in  poor 
or  only  moderate  circumstances.  Along  the  line  of  the  rail- 
roads and  on  the  river  front  there  are  manufacturing  plants 
cm  railroad-^urs.  Shoe,  paint,  clothing,  sheet-metal,  staple 
food  products,  milling  and  wood-working  plants  are  among 
the  industries. 

Soulard  Branch  lies  in  the  8th  or  central  ward  of  the  three, 
and  in  the  small  neighborhood  of  its  ward  has  a  most  cordial 
response  through  its  friendly  atmosphere,  which  has  brought 
into  its  sphere  much  community  life.  All  classes  of  readers 
are  present  in  more  than  the  average  percents  in  the  8th 
ward,  and  the  influence  of  two  large  schools,  the  Pestalozzi 
and  Lafayette,  is  shown  in  the  Library  use  by  the  children, 
which  is  the  highest  in  the  city.  In  the  7th  and  9th  wards 
readers  are  present  in  much  less  than  the  average  propor- 
tions. It  is  peculiar  that  in  such  a  small  compass  conditions 
dkcnild  vary  so  greatly.  There  must  be  present  racial  or 
group  influences  which  might  be  apparent  on  closer  study. 

TENTH.  ELEVENTH  AND  THIRTEENTH  WARDS 

These  w2Ufds  are  in  the  soudiern  half  of  the  city,  the  1 0th 
and  1 lymg  between  Ham  rivar  and  Grand  Boulevard, 
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while  the  13  th  stretches  in  a  long  irregular  rectangle  north 
and  south  with  Grand  Boulevard  as  its  eastern  boundary. 
Eaccept  for  a  narrow  strip  of  industries  along  the  river,  it  is 
an  established  residential  neighborhood,  the  older  portions 
in  the  east  ends,  the  newer,  farther  west.  Grand  Boulevard 
is  the  main  artery  of  travel  from  the  south  side  to  the  center 
of  the  city,  and  is  given  over  to  small  commercial  buildings. 
A  block  o£F  this  street  the  neighborhood  assumes  its  qui^ 
home  character. 

Foreign-born  are  in  about  average  numbers,  and  are 
principally  German,  Austrian  and  Swiss,  but  the  native-bom 
lure  largely  of  German  extraction,  since  the  migration  of 
1848  and  1870  made  this  part  of  the  city  pre-eminently 
German.    There  are  also  some  Irish. 

This  is  a  neighborhood  of  people  in  comfortable  or  very 
good  drcumstances,  and  it  d&ows  some  interest  and  re^>onse 
toward  community  activities,  appearing  in  the  purely  local 
business  and  improvement  associations.  There  is  hardly 
another  part  of  the  city  where  die  opanong  of  a  new  bank 
woidd  be  the  occasimi  for  a  street  dance,  and  South  Grand 
Boulevard  was  the  scene  of  a  unique  neighborhood  demon- 
stration at  the  Christmas  season.  Gaily-decorated  trees 
lined  the  side-walk  for  about  six  blocks,  and  showed  their 
colored  lights  during  the  evenii«.  Th^  were  the  donation 
of  local  business  men. 

This  district  needs  a  branch  library.  It  is  not  readily 
accessible  to  any  Library  center,  and  although  served  by  sub- 
brandies  sdll  does  not  dbow  die  desked  number  ^of  libsarsr 
users  in  proporti<m  to  its  residents.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  a  Library  center  would  be  taken  into  and  made  a  part 
ci  the  life  of  the  'South^Side/* 

TWELFTH  WARD 

Hus  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  city,  lying  in  the  southern 
part  and  extending  westvmid  4  or  5  miles  in  a  triangle  about 
two  miles  wide  along  the  river  front.  For  about  I  2  blocks 
west  from  the  river  it  is  a  well-«ettled  residratial  district. 
About  midway  of  its  we^waid  extent,  lor  eone  blodcs  m 
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1 2tli  Ward,  South  Broadway  and  Fillmore  Street 
either  side  of  Gravois  Road,  which  crosses  from  north  to 
south,  there  is  a  recently-developed  section.    The  rest  of  the 
ward  is  a  sema-suburimn  community  of  truck-'farms. 

The  settlement  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  ward  constitutes 
what  was  once  the  town  of  Carondelet  and  the  earlier  settle- 
ment of  "Vide  PoGhe»"  the  little  French  village  which  lay 
on  the  line  of  travel  between  the  forts  at  Kaskaskia, 
and  St.  Charles  on  the  Missouri  River.  A  flourishing  town, 
even  before  the  neighboring  village  of  St.  Louis,  it  was  des- 
tined by  the  growth  of  the  latter  to  be  tdken  into  its  linuts, 
but  still  preserves  the  designation  of  **Carondelet**  and  its 
somewhat  individual  character. 

OriginaUy  French  and  J^>anish  in  population,  today  its 
native-born  are  descendants  of  many  of  these  old  families. 

To  these  were  added  a  German  element  in  the  migrations  of 
a  generation  ago,  and  today  it  has  received  new  citizens 
from  the  Germanic  and  Slavk  countries,  with  a  few  from 
Italy  and  Ireland. 

Lying  in  about  the  center  of  the  ward  is  the  Carondelet 
Branch,  which  has  long  be«  m  active  coHE»paa^n  with  its 
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community.  The  response  to  the  Library  is  shown  in  the 
very  good  proportion  of  Library  users  among  its  population. 
Lai^[W  9tonps  of  women  and  children  are  readers  than  man. 
The  activity  of  the  Blow  and  Carondelet  schools  and  the 

work  of  a  large  womein's  club  are  probably  responsible. 

THIRTEENTH  WARD 

(Included  with  the  10th  and  I  Ith  wards) 

FOURTEENTH  AND  FIFTEENTH  WARDS 

These  wards  constitute  the  district  of  the  Barr  Branch 
Library.  They  lie  south  of  the  Mill  Creek  Valley,  and  be- 
tween 1 8di  Street  and  Grand  Boulevard.  In  the  low  ground 
near  the  valley  there  has  been  a  gradual  influx  of  negroes, 
and  the  whole  eastern  extent  of  the  13th  ward  has  been 
deteriorating  for  some  years.  The  fact  that  it  has  lasted  as 
well  as  it  has  is  probably  due  to  the  Lafayette  Park  area  and 
the  fine  old  mansions  that  remain,  many  of  them  now 
boarding-chouses.  From  about  midway  of  die  war<ls  west  to 
Grand  Boulevard,  in  what  is  known  as  llie  Compton  Heights 
region,  the  neighborhood  is  one  of  pleasant  homes,  with 
sevinral  streets  of  fine  resid^ices. 

The  population  is  largely  of  native  parentage,  and  the 
number  of  foreign-born  is  less  than  the  general  average  for 
the  city,  being  German,  Austrian,  Czechoslovak  and  Hun- 
garian, widi  some  Irish  and  English.  The  general  standards 
of  population  are  good. 

The  Barr  Branch  Library  is  in  the  1 5th  ward  but  is  acces- 
sible to  all  parts  of  both.  Its  influence  is  readily  seen  in  the 
proportion  of  readers,  which  is  about  1  7.8  per  cent,  of  the 
ward  population.  Children  are  the  largest  reading  group  in 
these  wards,  and  women  are  die  next  most  num^ous.  Only 
about  one-tenth  of  the  colored  population  of  the  15th  ward 
are  library  users,  possibly  because  they  are  more  or  less 
grotqped  m  the  district  least  accessible  to  Barr  Branch. 
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1 2th  Ward,  South  Broadway  and  Fillmore  Street 

either  side  of  Gxavois  Road,  which  crosses  from  north  to 
south,  there  is  a  recently-developed  section*  The  rest  of  the 
ward  is  a  semi-suburban  community  of  truck-farms. 

The  settlement  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  ward  constitutes 
what  was  once  the  town  of  Carondelet  and  the  earlier  settle- 
ment of  "Vide  Poche,"  Ae  little  French  village  which  lay 
on  the  line  of  travel  between  the  forts  at  Kaskaskia, 
and  St.  Charles  on  the  Missouri  River.  A  flourishing  town, 
even  before  the  neighboring  village  of  St.  Louis,  it  was  des- 
tined by  the  growth  of  the  latter  to  be  taken  into  its  limits, 
but  still  preserves  the  designation  of  "Carondelet"  and  its 
somewhat  individual  character. 

Originally  French  and  Spanish  in  population,  today  its 

native-bom  are  descendants  of  many  of  these  old  families. 
To  these  were  added  a  German  element  in  the  migrations  of 
a  g^eration  ago,  and  today  it  has  received  new  citizims 
from  the  Germanic  and  Slavic  countries,  with  a  few  from 
Italy  and  Ireland. 

Lying  in  about  the  center  of  the  ward  is  the  Carondelet 
Branch*  which  has  long  been  in  active  co-operation  with  its 
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community.  The  response  to  the  Library  is  shown  in  the 
very  good  proportion  of  Library  users  among  its  population. 
Larger  groiq>s  of  wommi  and  children  are  readers  than  men. 
The  activity  of  the  Blow  and  Carondelet  schools  and  the 
work  of  a  large  woman's  club  are  probably  responsible. 

THIRTEENTH  WARD 

(Included  with  the  1 0th  and  1  Ith  wards) 

FOURTEENTH  AND  FIFTEENTH  WARDS 

These  wards  constitute  the  district  of  the  Barr  Branch 
Library.  They  lie  south  of  the  Mill  Creek  Valley,  and  be- 
tween 1 8th  Street  and  Grand  Boulevard.  In  ^e  low  ground 
near  the  valley  there  has  been  a  gradual  influx  of  negroes, 
ami  the  whole  eastern  extent  of  the  13  th  ward  has  been 
deteriorating  for  some  years.  The  fact  that  it  has  lasted  as 
well  as  it  has  is  probably  due  to  the  Lafayette  Park  area  and 
the  fine  old  mansions  that  remain,  many  of  them  now 
boarding-houses.  From  about  midway  of  die  wards  west  to 
Grand  Boulevard,  in  what  is  known  as  the  Compton  Height? 
region,  the  neighborhood  is  one  of  pleasant  homes,  with 
several  streets  of  fine  residences. 

The  population  is  largely  of  native  parentage,  and  the 
number  of  foreign-bom  is  less  than  the  general  average  for 
the  city,  b^ng  German,  Austrian,  Czechoslovak  and  Hun- 
garian, with  some  Irish  and  English.  The  general  standards 
of  population  are  good. 

The  Barr  Branch  Library  is  in  the  1  Sfh  ward  but  is  acces- 
sible to  all  parts  of  both.  Its  influence  is  readily  seen  in  the 
proportion  of  readers,  which  is  about  1  7.8  per  cent,  of  the 
ward  population.  Quldren  are  the  largest  reading  group  in 
these  wards,  and  women  are  the  next  most  numerous.  Only 
about  one-tenth  of  the  colored  population  of  the  15  th  ward 
are  library  users,  possibly  because  they  are  more  or  less 
grouped  in  die  district  least  accessible  to  Barr  Branch. 
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SIXTEENTH  WARD 

This  ward  does  not  readily  lend  itself  to  any  grouping, 

although  part  of  it  conies  within  the  influence  of  the  Barr 
Branch,  while  the  remainder  is  more  nearly  allied  to  the 
Central  Library*  It  extends  from  Jefferson  Avenue  to  Van-- 
deventer,  and  is  cut  through  the  center  by  the  Mill  Creek 
Valley,  a  natural  depression  once  occupied  by  Chouteau 
Pond  and  by  a  stream  now  diverted  to  a  sewer.  This  area 
has  been  utilized  for  railroad  yards  throughout  its  length 
and  is  marked  by  a  line  of  industries  wh)ch  have  sought 
shipping-facilities.  The  white  residential  aiea  lies  south  of 
the  valley,  in  the  neighborhood  borderng  the  14th,  1 5  th  and 
1 3th  wards,  while  negroes,  who  form  half  of  the  population, 
are  settled  in  a  densely  populated  section  on  the  north  side, 
and  between  Jelferson  Avenue  and  Grand  Boulevard,  In 
the  western  end  the  valley  broadens,  and  there  is  a  low 
unimproved  area  with  few  and  poor  residences,  and  in- 
dustries such  as  packing-houses,  glue  works,  and  tobacco 
factories. 

There  are  not  n^any  foreign-born,  the  chief  groups  being 
Genran  and  Irish.  Illiteracy  is  not  high  for  either  negroes^ 
or  whites.  The  white  residential  district  is  accessible  to  Barr 
Branch,  but  all  classes  of  readers  except  wliite  children  are 
present  in  proportions  that  cu:e  less  than  the  average.  White 
women  make  a  relatively  larger  group  of  readers  than  men, 
but  the  reverse  is  true  of  the  colored  people. 

SEVENTEENTH  WARD 

The  1  7th  ward  extends  from  23rd  Street  west  to  Vande- 
venter  Avenue  in  a  narrow  strip  several  blocks  either  side  of 

Olive  Street.  It  is  largely  a  region  of  narroA/  old  houses  set 
close  together,  and  of  small-type  business-ouildings  which 
are  rapidly  turning  it  into  a  commercial  district.  Near  Grand 
Boulevard,  and  in  the  few  blocks  west  to  the  ward  bound- 
ary, there  are  several  large  hotels,  the  St.  Louis  University, 


1 7th  Ward,  Grand  Boulevard,  north  from  near  Lindell 
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SIXTEENTH  WARD 

This  ward  does  not  readily  lend  itself  to  any  grouping, 
although  part  of  it  comes  within  the  influence  of  the  Ban 
Branch,  while  the  remainder  is  more  nearly  allied  to  the 
Central  Library.  It  extends  from  Jefferson  Avenue  to  Van- 
deventer,  and  is  cut  through  the  center  by  the  Mill  Creek 
Valley,  a  natural  depression  once  occupied  by  Chouteau 
Pond  and  by  a  stream  now  diverted  to  a  sewer.  This  area 
has  been  utilized  for  railroad  yards  throughout  its  length 
and  is  marked  by  a  line  of  industries  which  have  sought 
shipping-facilities.  The  white  residential  area  lies  south  of 
the  valley,  in  the  ndghborhood  borderng  the  14th,  1 5  th  and 
13th  wards,  while  negroes,  who  form  half  of  the  population, 
are  settled  in  a  densely  populated  section  on  the  north  side, 
and  between  Jefferson  Avenue  and  Grand  Boulevard.  In 
the  western  end  the  valley  broadens,  and  there  is  a  low 
unimproved  area  with  few  and  poor  residences,  and  in- 
dustries such  as  packing-houses,  glue  works,  and  tobacco 
factories. 

There  arc  not  many  foreign-bom,  the  chief  groups  being 
Gerrran  and  Irish.  Illiteracy  is  not  high  for  either  negroes 
or  whites.  The  w^hite  residential  district  is  accessible  to  Barr 
Branch,  but  all  classes  of  readers  except  white  children  are 
pr^ent  in  proportions  that  are  less  than  the  average.  White 
women  make  a  relatively  larger  group  of  readers  than  rr.en, 
but  the  reverse  is  true  of  the  colored  people. 

SEVENTEENTH  WARD 

The  I  7th  ward  extends  from  23rd  Street  west  to  Vande- 
venter  Avenue  in  a  narrow  strip  several  blocks  either  side  of 
Olive  Street.  It  is  largely  a  region  of  narrow  old  houses  set 
close  together,  and  of  small-t3rpe  business^buildings  which 
are  rapidly  turning  it  into  a  commercial  district.  Near  Grand 
Boulevard,  and  in  the  few  blocks  west  to  the  ward  bound- 
ary, there  are  several  large  hotels,  the  St.  Louis  Univeimty, 
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I  7th  Ward,  Grand  Boulevard,  north  from  near  Lindell 
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the  University  Club,  buildings  occupied  by  the  offices  of 
physicians,  and  dwellings  used  as  boarding-'houses. 

A  very  good  class  of  residents  is  in  this  western  portion, 
but  east  of  Grand  Boulevard,  where  the  neighborhood  is  less 


17th  Ward,  east  from  Metropolitan  Building* 
Grand  Boulevard  and  Olive  Street 


choice,  it  is  densely  populated  with  different  types,  negroes 
and  whites  living  side  by  side.  More  than  half  of  the  resi- 
dents  are  colored,  and  the  fordsn^bom,  who  are  in  about 
the  average  proportion,  are  Russian,  Iri^  and  German. 

The  ward  lies  directly  west  of  the  Central  Library  district, 
and  is  served  by  the  Olive  Street  cars»  i^ch  pass  the  main 
building.  Registration  here  diows  a  peculiar  tendency.  A 
larger  proportion  of  the  white  men  living  in  this  district  are 
Library  users  than  in  £iny  other  part  of  the  city,  and  the 
percentage  for  women  is  almost  as  great  as  in  the  West 
End.  More  dian  four-fifths  of  the  ^lite  readers  are  over 
1 4  years  of  age,  although  there  is  a  good  proportion  for 
children  also.  All  classes  of  negro  readers  fall  below  the 
average* 

Several  interesting  ideas  offer  themselves  concerning  this 
ward.  One  is,  that  the  better  class  of  people  resident  here 
live  in  hotels,  clubs  and  boarding-houses  and,  having  fewer 
domestic  ties,  turn  to  the  Lftnrary.  Another  dieory  is,  that, 
witb  the  Olive  Street  cars  carrying  the  workers  from  die  dis- 
trict past  the  Library,  there  is  a  daily  renewal  of  its  appeal. 
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EIGHTEENTH  WARD 

(Included  with  third  and  fourth  wards.) 

NINETEENTH  AND  TWENTIETH  WARDS 

These  cover  a  district  north  of  the  center  of  the  city, 
betwe«[i  Jefferson  and  Vandeventer  Avenues.  The  eastern 
portion  is  a  congested  region  of  old  houses  and  stores,  and 
shabby  narrow  streets  of  the  Ghetto,  but  the  western  portion 
near  Grand  Boulevard  is  somewhat  better,  although  it  also 
has  passed  its  best  days.    Negroes  are  moving  in  rapully. 

The  population  of  these  wards  is  already  about  one-tenth 
colored.  In  the  1 9th  ward,  which  is  the  more  eastern  of  the 
two,  about  a  fourth  of  the  white  population  is  forei^-bom, 
half  of  the  group  being  of  Russian- Jewbh  origin  while  die 
remainder  is  Irish,  German,  Polish,  Roumanian  and  Italian. 
More  than  half  the  residents  of  native  origin  are  of  foreign 
or  mized  parentage.  There  are  fewer  fordgn-^bom  in  the 
20th  ward,  chiefly  Irish,  and  the  proportion  of  native  stock 
is  larger.    Illiteracy  is  much  higher  in  the  eastern  half  than 

in  die  western  among  white  residcmis,  and  relatively  low  in 
all  portions  for  negroes. 

The  Crunden  Branch  lies  in  the  district  immediately  east 
of  this,  and  th^e  is  a  sdiool  library  in  the  Glasgow  Sdiool, 
near  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  wards.  There  is  an 
excellent  response  to  the  Library  among  children,  who  are 
about  half  of  the  readers.  The  proportions  of  men  and 
women  readers  are  lower  dian  the  average,  being  about  1 2 
per  cent,  in  the  19th  ward  and  10  per  cent,  in  the  20th. 

There  is  not  as  good  a  response  on  the  part  of  colored 
reudents  in  die  19th  ward  as  there  is  in  the  20di.  In  the 
latter  there  is  a  tendency  toward  a  greater  proportion  of 
adult  readers,  possibly  because  the  Glasgow  School  library 
is  in  a  white  school.  The  fact  that  diere  is  a  tend^K^  for 
colored  readers  to  reach  a  larger  proportion  of  the  popula-* 
tion  indicates  a  better  class  of  colored  residents,  who  would 
probably  appreciate  a  more  general  Library  service. 
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the  University  Club,  buildings  occupied  by  the  offices  of 

physicians,  and  dwellings  used  as  boarding-houses. 

A  very  good  class  of  residents  is  in  this  western  portion, 
but  east  of  Grand  Boulevard,  where  the  neighborhood  is  less 


17th  Ward,  east  from  Metropolitan  Building, 
Grand  Boulevard  and  Olive  Street 

choice,  it  is  densely  populated  with  different  types,  negroes 
and  whites  living  side  by  side.  More  than  half  of  the  resi- 
dents are  colored,  and  the  foreign-bom,  who  are  in  about 

the  average  proportion,  are  Russian,  Irish  and  German. 

The  ward  lies  directly  west  of  the  Central  Library  district, 
and  is  served  by  the  Olive  Street  cars,  which  pass  the  main 

building.  Registration  here  shows  a  peculiar  tendency.  A 
larger  proportion  of  the  white  men  living  in  this  district  are 
Library  users  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  city,  and  the 
percentage  for  women  is  almost  as  great  as  in  the  West 
End.  More  than  four-fifths  of  the  white  readers  are  over 
14  years  of  age,  although  there  is  a  good  proportion  for 
children  also.  All  classes  of  negro  readm  fall  below  the 
average. 

Several  interesting  ideas  offer  themselves  concerning  this 
ward.  One  is,  that  the  better  class  of  people  resident  here 
live  in  hotels,  clubs  and  boarding-chouses  and,  having  fewer 
domestic  ties,  turn  to  the  Library.  Another  theory  is,  that, 
with  the  Olive  Street  cars  carrying  the  workers  from  the  dis- 
trict past  the  Library,  there  is  a  daily  renewal  of  its  i^q^^eal. 
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EIGHTEENTH  WARD 

(Included  with  third  and  fourth  wards.) 

NINETEENTH  AND  TWENTIETH  WARDS 

These  cover  a  district  north  of  the  center  of  the  city, 
between  Jefferson  and  Vandeventer  Avenues.    The  eastern 

portion  is  a  congested  region  of  old  houses  and  stores,  and 
shabby  narrow  streets  of  the  Ghetto,  but  the  western  portion 
near  Grand  Boulevard  is  some^^mt  better,  although  it  also 
has  passed  its  best  days.    Negroes  are  moving  in  rapidly. 

The  population  of  these  wards  is  already  about  one-tenth 
colored.  In  the  1 9th  ward,  which  k  the  more  eastern  of  the 
two,  about  a  fourth  of  the  white  population  is  foreign-bom, 
half  of  the  group  being  of  Russian- Jewish  origin  while  the 
remainder  is  Irish,  German,  Polish,  Roumanian  and  Italian. 
More  than  hcdf  the  residents  of  native  origin  are  of  foridgn 
or  mixed  parentage.  There  are  fewer  foreign-born  in  the 
20th  ward,  chiefly  Irish,  and  the  proportion  of  native  stock 
is  lai^fw.    Illitera<7  is  much  higher  in  the  eastern  half  than 

in  the  western  among  white  residents,  and  relatively  low  in 
all  portions  for  negroes. 

Hie  Crunden  Branch  lies  in  the  dktrict  immediately  east 

of  this,  and  there  is  a  school  library  in  the  Glasgow  School, 
near  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  wards.  There  is  an 
excellent  re^>onse  to  the  Library  among  children,  ^o  are 
about  half  of  the  readers.  The  proportions  of  men  and 
women  readers  are  lower  than  the  average,  being  about  1  2 
per  cent,  in  the  19th  ward  and  10  per  cent,  in  the  20th. 

There  is  not  as  good  a  response  on  the  part  of  colored 
residents  in  the  19th  ward  as  there  is  in  the  20th.  In  the 
latter  there  is  a  tendency  toward  a  greater  proportion  of 
adult  readers,  possibly  because  the  Glasgow  School  library 
is  in  a  white  school.  The  fact  that  there  is  a  tendency  for 
colored  readers  to  reach  a  larger  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion indicates  a  better  class  of  colored  residents,  who  would 
probably  appreciate  a  more  general  Library  service. 
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TWENTY-FIRST  WARD 

This  is  an  area  in  the  north-eastern  part  of  the  city  directly 

west  of  the  1st  and  2nd  wards.  It  is  a  residential  section, 
partly  of  an  established  character,  but  in  the  neighborhood 
of  OTallon  Park  and  of  Bellefontaine  and  Calvary  Cem- 
eteries, of  a  newer,  more  modern  type  of  comfortable  homes 
on  attractive  streets.  The  population  is  largely  of  several 
generations  of  American  stock,  and  the  foreign-born  are 
chiefly  Gctman. 

The  eastern  section  comes  within  the  sphere  of  the  Divoll 
Branch,  while  the  Ashland  School  on  the  western  boundary 
houses  a  school  library  that  has  a  large  patronage.  Children 
form  the  lai^est  group  of  readers,  with  men  second.  This 
part  of  the  city  is  comparable  with  the  south  side  neighbor- 
hoods, but  does  not  make  quite  as  good  a  showing  in  point 
of  teetdets.  The  actuaed  proportions  here  are  13.3  per  cent, 
of  men,  13.3  of  women,  and  35.8  of  the  children. 

TWENTY^SECOND  AND  TWENTY-SIXTH  WARDS 

These  cover  a  territory  north  of  Page  Boulevard,  between 
Vandeventer  Avenue  and  Kingshighway.  The  22nd  is  the 
eastern  and  has  the  larger  colored  peculation,  it  is  also  an 
older  reridential  section  that  is  no  longer  choice,  but  the 

neighborhood  grows  better  in  the  26th  ward. 

The*  population  is  chiefly  of  native  stock.  The  foreign- 
bom  are  somevdiat  more  than  a  tenth,  and  are  chiefly  Ir^, 
German  and  Russian- Jewish.  About  a  fifth  of  the  residents 
of  the  22nd  Ward  are  colored,  and  a  tenth  of  those  of  the 
26th,  this  element  being  of  the  better  class. 

There  are  no  good  Library  facilities,  although  a  few  child- 
•  ren  are  in  the  district  of  the  Ashland  School,  and  the  western 
part  of  the  neighborhood  is  accessible  to  the  Cabanne 
Branch.  About  one-tenth  of  the  adults  are  Library  users 
and  about  one-fourth  of  the  children.  Better  response  is 
shown  among  colored  adults  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
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city.    About  one-^ghth  hold  Library  memberriiip  and  of 

this  group  women  predominate.  Adults  make  up  three- 
fourths  of  the  colored  readers,  probably  because  there  are 
no  near  facilities  for  the  children.  It  is  to  be  considered 
tfiat  relatively  the  colored  population  is  making  a  b^tn 
response  to  the  Library  than  the  white,  since  facilities  are 
about  the  same  for  both. 

TWENTY^THIRD  AND  TWENTY^FIFTH  WARDS 

These  wards  take  in  the  territory  from  the  Mill  Creek 
Valley  north  to  Page  Boulevard,  and  from  Vandeventer 
Avenue  west  to  Kingshighway,  the  23rd  lying  in  the  eastern 
half,  while  the  25di  borders  on  Forest  Park.  Both  wards 
have  a  section  in  the  low-lying  Mill  Creek  Valley  which  is 
rather  densely  settled  and  is  a  poorer,  less  attractive  neigh- 
borhood, where  the  foreign-bom  who  have  emplojrmrat  in 
the  packing-houses  are  found.  A  narrow  strip  in  die  nordi- 
western  part  of  the  wards  has  been  taken  over  by  colored 
residents,  but  the  rest  of  the  district  is  a  good  neighborhood 
of  well-kept  homes,  and  of  many  churches,  with  fine  apart- 
ment hoteb  ov^looking  Forest  Park. 

^  The  population  is  predominantly  of  native  parentage. 
The  foreign-born  who  inhabit  the  southern  section  are  about 
one-tenth  of  the  total  residents,  and  ajre  German,  Irish, 
Russian  and  Hungarian.  There  are  Scotch,  &iglish  and 
Canadians  in  the  25th  Ward. 

The  Adams  School  library  serves  the  southern  section,  the 
Stix  Branch  lies  very  near  the  center,  and  the  Cabanne 
Branch  k  accessible  to  the  nordiwestem  portion.  This  is  a 
favorable  section  from  the  standpoint  of  Library  use.  About 
half  of  the  children  are  users,  and  about  a  fifth  of  the  adults. 
There  are  fewer  childrra  in  the  district  than  in  some  of  the 
othw  parts  of  the  city,  and  they  are  proportionately  only 
about  one- fourth  of  the  total  number  of  white  readers. 
There  is  a  good  response  on  the  part  of  the  colored  popula- 
tion also,  about  a  tenth  of  the  adults  holding  Library  mraa- 
b«diq>  and  a  foinr^  of  die  ddldren. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH  WARD 

This  takes  in  the  entire  western  extent  of  the  city  south 
of  Forest  Park,  from  Kingshighway  to  the  city  limits.  There 
are  clay  mines  in  the  region  south  of  the  park,  and  an  indus- 
trial section  of  brick-kilns,  plants  for  the  manufacture  of  clay 
products,  iron  and  steel  works  and  rolling-mills,  which  draw 
their  workers  from  a  populous  settlement  on  the  crest  of  a 
ridge  south  of  the  Mill  Creek  Valley.  There  is  a  triangular 
district  in  the  northwestern  comer  between  Forest  Park  and 
the  city  limits  that  is  well  settled,  and  in  the  extreme  south- 
ern part  of  the  ward  a  compact,  very  new  residential  district 
known  as  Southampton.  With  the  exception  of  these  por- 
tions, which  have  fairly  good  car-service,  the  ward  is  sparse- 
ly settled,  with  large  semi-suburban  areas  with  no  car  lines, 
where  most  residents  use  the  suburban  accommodation 
trains. 

About  half  of  the  population  are  of  foreign  or  mixed  par- 
entage. Italians  are  the  largest  element  of  the  foreign- 
born,  living  in  a  compact  group  in  the  section  near  the  rail- 
roads known  as  *'Dago  Hill.'* 


24th  Ward,  Hereford  Avenue  ("Dago  Hill") 

There  are  two  library  centers,  the  Buder  Branch  in  South- 
ampton,  opened  in  March  1922,  which  immediately  became 
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TWENTY-FOURTH  WARD 

This  takes  in  the  entire  western  extent  of  the  city  south 

of  Forest  Park,  from  Kingshighway  to  the  city  limits.  There 
are  clay  mines  in  the  region  south  of  the  park,  and  an  indus- 
trial section  of  brick-kilns,  plants  for  the  manufacture  of  clay 
products,  iron  and  steel  works  and  rolling-mills,  which  draw 
their  workers  from  a  populous  settlement  on  the  crest  of  a 
ridge  south  of  the  Mill  Creek  V  alley.  There  is  a  triangular 
district  in  the  northwestern  corner  between  Forest  Park  and 
the  city  limits  that  is  well  settled,  and  in  the  extreme  south- 
ern part  of  the  ward  a  compact,  very  new  residential  district 
known  as  Southampton.  With  the  exception  of  these  por- 
tions, which  have  fairly  good  car-service,  the  ward  is  sparse- 
ly settled,  with  large  semi-suburban  areas  with  no  car  lines, 
where  most  residents  use  the  suburban  accommodation 
trains. 

About  half  of  the  population  are  of  foreign  or  mixed  par- 
entage. Italians  are  the  largest  element  of  the  foreign- 
born,  living  in  a  compact  group  in  the  section  near  the  rail- 
roads known  as  '*Dago  Hill.*' 


24th  Ward.  Hereford  Avenue  ("Dago  HUl") 


There  are  two  library  centers,  the  Buder  Branch  in  South- 
ampton, opened  in  March  1922,  which  inunediately  became 
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very  active  in  its  commuiuty»  and  the  Fainnount  Sub-branch 
in  the  Italian  section.  Owing  to  distaroe  and  isolation  mxM 
of  the  Library  users  are  in  these  two  sections.  The  large 
region  near  McCausland  Avenue  and  the  Clayton  Road  has 
only  delivery  stations,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  new  branch 
here  could  find  an  active  re^ionse  toward  LUMrary  member^ 
ship.  At  present  about  a  tenth  of  the  grown  people  are 
readers  and  a  fourth  of  the  children.  The  Roe  School  has 
a  room,  intended  for  a  branch,  which  may  be  opraed 
sdiort^. 


24tK  Ward,  Tholozan  Street,  west  of  Gravois  Road 

TWENTY-SIXTH  WARD 

(See  22ndi  and  26tk  warde) 

TWENTY--SEVENTH  WARD 

A  large  district  north  of  Page  Boulevard,  taking  in  the 
entire  northwestern  extent  of  the  city  between  Kingshighway 
and  the  city  limits.  Near  the  line  of  the  28th  Ward  it  is  a 
fairly  populous  older  region,  but  with  the  exception  of 
Walnut  Park,  •  a  rather  well-settled  area  near  the  cemeteries, 
the  rest  of  the  ward  is  sparsely  settled  and  newly  residential. 
A  recently-developed,  large  industrial  district  is  growing  up 
in  the  northwest*  and  it  is  probable  that  neighborhood 
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growth  will  be  more  rapid.  At  present  large  areas  are 
inaccessible  to  car  lines. 

The  native  population  is  almost  half  of  foreign  or  mixed 

parentage.  The  foreign  element  numbers  about  an  eighth 
of  the  total  residents  and  is  chiefly  Russian,  Jewish  and  Irish 
in  the  older  sections,  with  English,  Italian,  German  and  Slavic 
groups  in  the  newer. 

The  southern  portion  of  the  ward  is  accessible  to  Cabanne 
Branch.  The  Walnut  Park  Branch  in  the  midst  of  its  dis- 
trict  finds  an  active  response  on  the  part  of  readers,  and 
diere  are  school  libraries  in  the  Ashland  and  Mark  Twain 
Schools  which  have  drawn  many  children  to  the  use  of 
books.  Almost  half  of  the  Library  users  in  the  ward  are 
children.  At  present  about  a  sixth  of  the  adults  and  a  third 
of  the  children  living  in  the  ward  are  reading. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH  WARD 

Tliis  ward  takes  in  the  territory  north  of  Forest  Park  be- 
tween Kingshighway  and  the  v/estern  city  limits.  The  finest 
residential  areats  in  the  city  are  here,  and  it  is  notably  the 
district  of  greatest  wealth.  The  section  is  one  of  homes  of 
people  in  very  good  circumstances.  There  are  many  apart- 
ment'houses,  good  schools  and  large  churches. 


28tli  Ward.  Kingsbury  Place 
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very  active  in  its  community,  and  the  Faimiount  Sub-branch 
in  the  Italian  section.    Owing  to  distance  and  isolation  most 

of  the  Library  users  are  in  these  two  sections.  The  large 
region  near  McCausIand  Avenue  and  the  Clayton  Road  has 
only  delivery  stations,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  new  branch 
here  could  find  an  active  response  toward  Library  member- 
ship. At  present  about  a  tenth  of  the  grown  people  are 
readers  and  a  fourth  of  the  children.  The  Roe  School  has 
a  room,  intended  for  a  branch,  which  may  be  opened 
shortly. 


24th  Ward,  Tholozan  Street,  west  of  Gravois  Road 

TWENTY-SIXTH  WARD 

(See  22nd  and  26th  wards) 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  WARD 


A  large  district  north  of  Page  Boulevard,  taking  in  the 
entire  northwestern  extent  of  the  city  between  Kingshighway 
and  the  city  limits.  Near  the  line  of  the  28th  Ward  it  is  a 
fairly  populous  older  region,  but  with  the  exception  of 
Walnut  Park,  a  rather  well-settled  area  near  the  cemeteries, 
the  rest  of  the  ward  is  sparsely  settled  and  newly  residential. 
A  recently-developed,  large  industrial  district  is  growing  up 
in  the  northwest,  and  it  is  probable  that  neighborhood 
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growth  will  be  more  rapid.  At  present  large  areas  are 
inaccessible  to  car  lines. 

The  native  population  is  almost  half  of  foreign  or  mixed 

parentage.  The  foreign  element  numbers  about  an  eighth 
of  the  total  residents  and  is  chiefly  Russian,  Jewish  and  Irish 
in  the  older  sections,  with  English,  Italian,  German  and  Slavic 
groups  in  the  newer. 

The  southern  portion  of  the  ward  is  accessible  to  Cabanne 
Branch.  The  Walnut  Park  Branch  in  the  midst  of  its  dis- 
trict finds  an  active  response  on  the  part  of  readers,  and 
there  are  school  libraries  in  the  Ashland  and  Mark  Twain 
Schools  which  have  drawn  rrany  children  to  the  use  of 
books.  Almost  half  of  the  Library  users  in  the  ward  are 
children.  At  present  about  a  sixth  of  the  adults  and  a  third 
of  the  children  living  in  the  ward  are  reading. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH  WARD 

This  ward  takes  in  the  territory  north  of  Forest  Park  be- 
tween Kingshighway  and  the  v/estern  city  limits.  The  finest 
residential  areas  in  the  city  are  here,  and  it  is  notably  the 
district  of  greatest  wealth.  The  section  is  one  of  homes  of 
people  in  very  good  circumstances.  There  are  many  apart- 
ment-houses, good  schools  and  large  churches. 


28th  Ward,  Kingsbury  Place 
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The  population  is  predominantly  of  native  parentage. 
Foreign-born  are  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  whole  and  chief- 
ly Ginnnan,  Imh  and  Russian  with  some  English  and  Can* 
adians.    Illiteracy  is  the  lowest  in  the  city. 

The  Cabcume  Branch  serves  the  neighborhood  and  has 
a  q»lendid  response.  Approximately  one-fourth  of  the 
women  residents  hold  Library  membership,  and  one-fifth  of 
the  men.  This  is  the  highest  proportion  of  women  readers 
in  the  city,  and  points  to  the  v^^ork  of  active  clubs  in  the 
West  End.  Adults  make  up  about  four-hfths  of  the  read- 
ers. There  are  fewer  children  in  the  west  end  than  in  parts 
of  the  north  and  south  sides,  but  of  those  in  the  28th  ward 
about  a  third  have  become  users  of  the  Library. 


28tK  WarcU  Clara  Av«tue«  near  Dehnar  Boulevard 


In  conclusion  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  in  almost  every 
instance,  whatever  the  neighborhood,  where  facilities  are 

within  easy  access,  the  people  of  St.  Louis  have  responded 
to  the  benefits  that  the  Library  has  to  offer.  Are  additional 
facilities  needed?  Undoubtedly  the  Library  should  at 
least  place  a  branch  on  the  South  Side,  near  Grand  Boule- 
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vard,  another  in  the  West  End,  south  of  Forest  Park,  and 
should  establish  service  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  colored 
neighborhoods  in  the  20th,  22nd,  and  26th  wards. 


We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  George  Richter  for  photographic 
illustrations  accompanying  this  report,  and  to  the  U.  S.  Cen- 
sus Bureau,  to  Dr.  George  Mangold  of  the  Missouri  School 
of  Social  Economy,  to  Mr.  Lucius  H.  Cannon  of  the  Munici- 
pal Reference  Library,  and  to  Professor  L.  F.  Thomas  of 
Washington  University,  for  their  assistance  in  gathering  the 
data  upon  which  this  r^ort  is  based. 
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The  population  is  predominantly  of  native  parentage. 

Foreign-born  are  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  whole  and  chief- 
ly German,  Irish  and  Russian  with  some  Ejiglish  and  Can- 
adians.   Illiteracy  is  the  lowest  in  the  cii^. 

The  Cabanne  Branch  serves  the  neighborhood  and  has 
a  splendid  response.  Approximately  one-fourth  of  the 
women  residents  hold  Library  membership,  and  one-fifth  of 
the  men.  This  is  the  highest  proportion  of  women  readers 
in  the  city,  and  points  to  the  work  of  active  clubs  in  the 
West  End-  Adults  make  up  about  four-fifths  of  the  read- 
ers. There  are  fewer  children  in  the  west  end  than  in  parts 
of  the  north  and  south  sides,  but  of  those  in  the  28th  ward 
about  a  third  have  become  users  of  the  Library. 


28Ui  Ward,  Clara  Avenue,  near  Delmar  Boulevard 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  in  almost  every 
instance,  whatever  the  neighborhood,  where  facilities  are 
within  easy  access,  the  people  of  St.  Louis  have  responded 
to  the  benefits  that  the  Library  has  to  offer.  Are  additional 
facilities  needed?  Undoubtedly  the  Library  should  at 
least  place  a  branch  on  the  South  Side,  near  Grand  Boule- 
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vard,  another  in  the  West  End,  south  of  Forest  Park,  and 
should  establish  service  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  colored 

neighborhoods  in  the  20th,  22nd,  and  26th  wards. 


We  are  indebted  to  Dr*  George  Richter  for  photographic 

illustrations  accompanying  this  report,  and  to  the  U.  S.  Cen- 
sus Bureau,  to  Dr.  George  Mangold  of  the  Missouri  School 
of  Social  Economy,  to  Mr.  Lucius  H.  Cannon  of  the  Munici- 
pal Reference  Library,  and  to  Professor  L.  F.  Thomas  of 

Washington  University,  for  their  assistance  in  gathering  the 
data  upon  which  this  report  is  based. 
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**Books  should  be  treated  like  men.  Choose 
the  most  reasonable,  examine  them,  and  never 
give  up  your  judgm^t  except  to  evidence**' 

• — Voltaire. 


